Crown Zellerbach History 
Shows Chain Of Mergers 


Through its 70 years, the 
Camas mill has always been a 
part of live and growing 
organizations. 

The roots go back to 1884 
when the Columbia River 
Paper Company was formed by 
a group of Portland investors to 
undertake the construction of 
a newsprint and_ coarse 
wrapping paper mill at the 
LaCamas site they had chosen 
on May 12, 1883 and 
purchased later in the same 
year. 

First Merger 

The Camas mill burned in 
1886, but was rebuilt better 
than ever and was back in 
production by 1888. In 1905 
the Crown Paper Company 
which had a plant at West 
Linn, Oregon, and _ the 
Columbia River Paper 
Company merged their 
interests to become the Crown 
Columbia Paper Co. 

In 1912 this organization 
expanded further and absorbed 
the Floriston Pulp and Paper 
Company. At that time the 
corporate name became Crown 
Columbia Paper Company. 

Crown Willamette Paper 
Company came into being in 
1914 with another series of 
mergers. Lebanon Paper 
Company and Willamette Paper 
Company merged with Crown 
Columbia Paper Company to 
form Crown Willamette, the 
second largest manufacturer of 
paper in the world. 

In the meantime, the 
Zellerbach organization, which 
was started in San Francisco in 
1870 by Anthony Zellerbach, 
was climbing to the forefront 
in the paper business also. 
Originally the Zellerbach 
organization was concerned 
only with the merchandising 
and distribution of paper 
products, but in 1914 the 
corporation moved into the 


manufacturing field. 

In 1924 Zellerbach 
Corporation was formed as a 
medium to consolidate the 
many different’ Zellerbach 
interests and activities. 

Later in the _ twenties, 
Zellerbach Corporation joined 
with Parafine Paint Company 
to form the largest 
manufacturer of paperboard 
and shipping containers on the 
West Coast--Fibreboard 
Products. 

In this same period, Louis 
Bloch placed Crown 
Willamette in the flexible 
packaging business by bringing 
into his organization R. A. 


McDonald and his firm, 
Western Waxed Paper 
Company. 


In 1928, Bloch: and J. D. 
Zellerbach formed Crown 
Zellerbach Corporation as a 
holding company representing 
assets of $56 million and 56 
percent of the Pacific Coast 
pulp and paper industry. With 
the improvement in economic 
condition by 1938, Crown 
Zellerbach was refinanced and 
reorganized into the operating 
company it is today. 

World War II did not 
substantially affect the 
company’s growth. From 1945 
to 1950 the emphasis was on 
much greater diversification, a 
reaction from the depression 
years, but also an effort to 
capitalize on the many uses 
being developed for paper. 

During the Korean war, 
Crown undertook a second 
expansion program. The first 
important move was in British 
Columbia, where Crown joined 
with Canadian Western Lumber 
Company to build Elk Falls 
mill on Vancouver Island. 
Through research in pulping 
residuals, CZ also began in the 
early fifties to develop 
chemicals derived from the 


pulping process. 

Crown decided to make a 
major move off the West Coast 
in the mid-1950’s. The result 
was the merger with Gaylord 
Container of St. Louis, whose 
roots went back to eastern 
Louisiana. It was there that the 
Great Southern Lumber 
Company launched one of the 
world’s largest lumber mills in 


1908 in Bogalusa, adding 
papermaking facilities about 10 
years later. 


Since Gaylord was a large 
producer of paperboard and 
shipping containers, Crown 
sold its half interest in 
Fibreboard Products to enter 
the container field on a 
full-time national basis. After 
the war, Crown also acquired 
the Waxide Paper Company of 
Kansas City and St. Louis. 

Having supplied the West 
Coast coated magazine market 
since the war, Crown joined 
with Time, Inc. to establish a 
new coated printing paper mill 
in St. Francisville La. to supply 
the Midwestern market. 

On the West Coast the 
company had also built a new 
paper manufacturing mill at 
Antioch near San Francisco. As 
part of this movement to take 
paper mills back to the 
population centers, CZ ‘turned 
its Los Angeles converting 
plant into a paper mill for the 
manufacture of consumer 
paper products for the 
southern California market. 

Moving into the 1960's 
under the leadership of Reed 
O. Hunt and Peter T. Sinclair, 
the company began 
construction of major pulp and 
papermaking complexes at 
Wauna, Ore. and St. 
Francisville, La., to meet the 
needs of rapidly growing 
markets. 

To keep pace with 


exnandina 


the 


world = markets 


Crown Zellerbach enterec 
joint venture with Simp 
Timber Company of Seattk 
establish a kraft pulp mill 
Eureka, California. 

In the international fi 
Crown formed a wholly ow 
subsidiary-Crown Zellerb 
Internation], Inc.-to hold 
company’s equity in 
provide management guida 
for all interests outside 
United States. 

The company’s first je 
venture abroad was Crown-' 
Gelder Papierfabreken N.V. 
Velsen, Holland, wh 
produces and sells kraft gra 
in western European mark 

In South Africa, a r 
company, Crown Carlton Pa 
Mills (Pty.) Ltd., was forn 
to manufacture and mar 
household tissues, and anot 
affiliated Company was forn 
in Chile-Laja Crown S.A. 


produce both bleact 
specialty and_ unbleacl 
papers. 


Over a century has pas 
since the pioneers of 
Pacific Coast pulp and pa 
industry launched what 
today Crown Zellerb: 
Corporation. Since that ti 
the company has been grow 
steadily with the pulp < 
paper industry of No 
America, where today m 
wood fiber products are m: 
and consumed than anywh 
else in the world. 
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